The Voice of Small Business

To: Honorable Members of the House Commerce Committee
From: Charlie Owens, State Director

Date: October 9, 2007

Re: House Bill 4443

We are writing to ask that you do not support House Bill 4443, that would seek to prohibit
expenditures of state funds on “activities that interfere with or discourage unionization”.

It is our opinion that this bill would interfere with the free speech rights of businesses and

business owners to legally communicate their opinions to employees concerning attempts by
labor unions to organize their workforce.

The bill defines "Interfere with or discourage unionization" as including “hiring or consulting

persons to advise on means to deter or impede a labor organization that represent employees
from fulfilling its representation responsibilities”. Under this reasoning if a small business, that

We respectfully request that you do not report this bill out of committee.

Thank you for your support of small business.
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